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THERECTORWRITES

The Cost of Dying

One of the greatest humanitarian steps recommended away back in
Lord Beveridge's Report which fo~ad the basis of th~ W~lfare
StA to wus the provision of a Death "Grant; w1ilichwas iAi~oduced
~II ,Ilily, 1949, and which .It tha t' t~e was £20'. At that time,
tho average cost of'-'a 'fuheral was about £35, although it was
J) lloible to have a very simple one for around the £20 mark;
1)0 In fac t the grant covered from about C,-; to cbou'; ,1()~. o_~
tho actual 6ostso .
In 1959 this was raised to £25, and again ,in 1967, to £30" where
it still remains. .,', -.. :~"'<':f~; % "

But to-day, at the latest avad.Lab.Le f~gures",tl.?-~~G~~t~fr t_9..e~,
funeral as available f-rom Funeral Directorc1 ~~~~~~e$ ~~~~nd
£220 to £250, so at the lcwest of these figur:-es,: ;ili~-~~'gp1.y
covers some 15% of the' actual cost Lncurr-cd by th~ 'tam~~~',
But worse than this, if a man dies between the· ages ofi:$,5','and '
95, 'or a womanbetween the ag~s of 80 and' 90, \-Y?El g!'an-tVt::sonly
£15, and in the case of small children 'the grant·.,fdp 1:l.).'iliies'
between bi)j;h and three years is only £9, betweor{' ith1e~ ands-.
five, £15, and betwsen t;ive and seventeen is,~_:S¢·'o'.TE-.e)S~_ _.i. -:_,;:,
figures are, deris,?ry, and although it is possibjp;~~\'f.l16: oa$'o'~ .:::.'
of real hardship to get limited help from the Dep~l~~~nt·of ~
Health and Social 'SecQrity,: thi-e :is a most unde:t'stP-,nd,Lole -~~ z:

~~:' embarrasment for the rel~tiv~s conce'rnea,"'f_tor ~.~.,thOT'I, at· the'::~,~
time of their grief, it,'5,'seem's,all wrong ;tra~,}h6y nhou'Ld hav~.-£,.:
to go cap 'in: hand asking fo't' assistance; .as' i't ndd..: an dlem.fili:t~ ~ ~~~ .....
of shame to their grief. . , " _'_ .....
In former,t~e~ many people took-ou~_policics ~t a CQU~~ of
pence 'a V!e.e¥;"s,o that they could,lia.~~ 'a. docent buri~l', ..~d~

~ not be va -15ur,dep::Qn their faffiilies, and it'ill ostimnted tl¥{~ - e;

,:'_' -eome- 50<-o'r-more years since,-the Prudent::inJ, for example, ,
',-has around -::-fo1£r-mIllion such policies on tho:l r bopks. But even ~'i

, they ,haV:E1;been-oveFt8.k-en by inflat:lon, ond ovon wi.1{h56'~~r:~~;'
';of' bohuses on a typical policy, they \1111 only bring in ;st1m:~
£50 or so, which still leaves a vary Jareo sap tQ fill.

"

(oontinued next page •••
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(continued ••)
Of course 'the'reare many people who do have money ava.i.Lag.Le
to cover the death of a loved one, or who have taken out
substantial Insura~ces to meet the costs, but there are
a great many pe opl,ewho are in r.o,posiiio'n to meet' the
bills, and in practice ei.the·ra family finds LtseLf' in
de"'.Jtto the FUneral'Director for a very 10n3 time, and
is l:~rdput to pay this of'f',or' in a great many cases the
Fur.a.rGlDirectors eventih.a-tllybaY8 to write off many
debts, which inevitably must puc up the costs of'other
funerals. .. " .. '.
For a long time many people h~ve tried to bring pressure
to.bea.r on the <ro.vernment.in .power to do something about
t.hi s, bilt'so far rd.th no-effect: the General Synod cof'-,
the Church of England'of which I am a Member passed a
resoJ.,utionto. thin effect with only one votevaga i.nst it,
and. the Cnur-ches MalillitCommi,ttee, r-epreserrcative of all the
Church8s in the Country of all 'aenomination~ recently wrote
through its 'Ghairman to the Ghancellor of the Exchequer asking
f'ora .subsLarrti.aL -Lncr-easain the Grant.: t~a1> r-edout.abLe
champion of the oppressed1 Jack AshlY,Y, the deaf M.P. spoke
very forcibly at the Labour Party Confer3nce last year,
saying that the old were skimping ~n food and ~eat in their
'desparate 'desire to ,haye 'a decent funeral', thereby often
hastening their own death, and another speaker said, in
words which I am sure we would all echo, 'Let old pe.ople d.i.e
:j,ndie'1ity, and not in d.isgra?e and debt-'. . .
So what can vie do ?·Onething quite definitely, .that.is to
write to our M.P., in·ourcase Paul Hawkins,c/o The House
of Ccmmons, Westminster, London, and ask him to push for an
increase, for we know a)~ that letters to MFs, if there are
enough of them, do have a powerful effect, and b). that.
there ar a lot of back-bench MFs of all parties who agree
with a larger grant; and who would be greatly helped by
the pressure from their constituents.
So let us strike ~.blo~,for justice - the cost.? just one
7p •Statlp 0

Tim Townshend
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CHURCH SERVICES FOR MARCH .,'

Methodist: Revd.lvor Claydon:31, Trinity Close, Dereham.
4th. Foxley: 6.30 p.m. Rev.I.Claydon. Tel.(9)5528
11th. Bawdeswell: 2.30 p.m. N.Davis

Foxley: 11.00 a.m. I Fisher
18th. Foxley: 6.30 p.m. E.F.Durrant
25th. Bawdeswell 2.30 p.m. Miss Theobald

Foxley: 2.30 p.m. Family Service
o 0 •• 0 ••••••••••

Roman Catholic: Fr.Peter MarshiCatholic liouse,35,London Road
East Dereham.Tel,(9)4066.

Mass each Sunday: RAF Swanton Morlel 9.00 a.m. , .
Dereham Catholic hurch 10.30 & 6.30 •

•••••••••• 000 •••

AnglicanCanon Tim ,To~shend:Foxley'Rectory.Tel.397
4th. Bawdeswell: 8.30 p.m. Holy Communion:11 a,m.Nattins

Foxley: 9.45 a.m. Family Service
11th. Bawdeswell: 9.45 a.m. Family Service

Foxley: 8.30 Holy Communion: 11 a.m. Y&tbociats.
18th. Bawdeswell: 8.30 Holy Communion: 11 a.m. Mattins'

Foxley; 9.45 a.m. Family Service
25th. MOTHERING SUNDAY

Bawdeswell: 9.45 a.m. Family Service
Foxley: 8.30 Holy Communion.11. Mothering

Sunday Se~vice. .
0.000000 •• 00000000

FOLLAND CCURT
Monday,12th.March.
Monday,26th.March.

Bible Study: 10 avm •.
Holy Communion 10 ~.m • ;

• 0 0 ••••••• 0 •• 0 ••• 0 ;'

Each Wedne~day in Lent: Holy Communion:Bawdeswell: 10 ~.m.
0 ••••••• 0 •••••••••
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WALTER,GEORGE (Billy) MANN aged 70 years
We record with sorrow, but, for his sake, with gla~ess,
the death on 11th.February of Billy Mann of Kosikot,
Dereham Road, Bawdeswell.
Since the death of his dearly-loved wife last July, Billy
had spent the greater part of his time in Hospital, an~
although mercifully he had little real pain, he had
'constant discomfort, and could only speak with the greatest
difficulty: but he earned the love and respect of those
who cared for him, and indeed of his visitors, because he
?~s always cheerful and completely'uncomplaining, and I
think that those who visited,him came away feeling better
for their visits, as his sufferings pateiently accepted
put their own troubles into perspective. '
He will be greatly missed by his large-family and by his
map~ friends, for he was indeed a gentle-man, and our
sympathy goes out to his Mother and his brothers and sisters;
but for him we rejoice, for he is now at rest •

•••• 0.0 •• 00 •••

WILLIAM FREDERICK (Billy) HEWITI', aged 70 years
Unlike Billy'Mann's, Billy Hewitt's death was very and most
mercifully sudden when it came in the early hours of
February 27th. at home (as he would have wished) at 9,
Paradise Road, Bawdeswell, though our deepest sympathy must
go to his wife and his large and devoted f~ily at the-
suddenness and the shock~
Billy worked all his life as cowman for the Eglingtons in
Bawdeswell, and was greatly'loved and respected in the,
village: he re~oiced in his family of eleven children and
twenty-one grandchildren, and was much looking forward to the
arrival of no.22, as also to his first great~grandc~ld,-
but this was not to be.
His funeral will t'akeplace on Monday next, March 5th. in
Bawdeswell Church, followed by interrment in the cemetery.
Moy he re'st in peace. -::

••••••• 0 •••••••
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BAWDESWELL & FOXLEY WOMEN'S INSTITUTE
One hears that Mr.Winter was once again a great success ,_wpen
he mowed two more travel film3 on this his second visit to our
Institute in February, and our thanks are due to him~- -'_
It has.been decided to eha.rge 1Op, for' bhe Te~··arid Ra:£,l'l~.
ticket from March onwards; the ho Ldcr-of the v:innin~ hc~et
will not have to provide a prize for the fcllawing-month:
Our Speaker in Marc!! ,,-illbe l~s.Jo3.nne Jolly, and her
subject· will be 'Keep Fit': it is sugge ated that, as suntirig
that she wishes to illustrate her talk with action, those
Members who qish to take p3.rt shGuld co~e in the right kind
,f-clothes, maybe trousers or a skirt.
A reminder to Members not to forge.t the Bz-Ing & Buy Stall
which does so much to help with expenses.
The next Committee Meeting will be on Tuesday.,March 6th.:, at
N"JTs.Wiilter'shcuse , and the next Meeting of the-Inztitu.te,
Monriay,March 12th., at Bawdeswell.Village·Hal'J.:o .---

FRIENDS OF BAWDEmYELL SCHOOL
The School Christmas Party mc.de the aston_shang total of
£204.92, an~ was a gre3.t success; and we are azked to say
how very grateful the Committee are to all those who- -
supported it, and contributed so much .towa.rdsthe effort of
raising money for a Colour Television for the School: .
feod, raf'fle prizes, dmsco, etc. were all gratefully received.
THE HALF?YEARLY MEETING will take place at the School on
Friday,30th.March, at 7 pem., nhen all will be. velcome,
including children. There will be coffeo, Bring & Buy and
a Raffle, and 'we hope) the presentation cf' the Colour .
T.V. and a cheque.

, .

THE Stn~ S?ECTACULAR - will now take place on Saturday,
16th.June , not on the date previously arranged: so·

PLEASE KEEP THI S DATE FREE .
• • • • • • • • • • • • ., 0 ••

IN CO~U~ON with nearly all others ·in the Colinty, the School
had to close for a couple of days in the Blizzard·
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BAPl'ISMS
We welcomed into the family of the Church:

Joanna Mary Everitt on February· 4th. -- --: ..
Louise Anne Baker and Lucy May Walters on Feb ,25th •

... . '- • 00000.0000000 •

CONGRATVLATI"ONS t.o Dean Winter for his splendid effort
in undertaking a Sponsored Swim for the British Heart
Foundation, and to Fr.Peter Marsh for organinsing it:"
Dean raised the magnificent t.o.talof £29.4-5.

,00000000.00 •••

C0100SERATIONS to Lady Freeland, a casuaity of the snow
and ice, who fell and broke her right wrist on Feb.17th.
Astonishingly she was back on the Organ stool in Foxley
Church on Feb.25th., and no doubt would have played on
18th., but we had to close the Church bccnusc of tho snow •

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • It

HEATHER D.d.VILSis back at honie ather own request, and with
permission :f:romthe Specialist, and is now being cared for
by her Mother and the District Nurse.
Some weeks ago, when I was visiting her in hospi.tal.,.she
said that she had a bone_to pick with me, in that I had
never drawn a cover picture of her m~Qh loved home; so the
cover this month is really for her, and I was able to take
the original to her in.hOspital a few days ago. She is a
very brave girl. ..

•••••• 0 •••• 0 ••

'IJE .ARE ASLED by the people of rolland Court to express their
warm thanks to the Eglingtons for seeing that they were
supplied vath_milk in the snow, when the usual ~eliverys could
not get through. .:-_•..l
OUR THANKS ALSO on behalf of FihJciheypeople to the Davis
family and Jan who brought. .our-milk round on a sledge when
the roads were totally impassible •..............
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A REMINDER
that the Cambridge Branch o~ the National Blood TransfUsiol

Service will be at Reepham High School, as ~ollows:
Thursday,19th.April 2-~ and 5-7.30
Friday,20th.April, 10-12 noon and 2-~.

I~ you are between 18 and 6~,you will be very welcome"and your
blood might easily save someone's li~e.

000000008000

DEANERY LENT COURSE
'.'!ed.March7th. 7,30 p sm , St.Michael's, Reepham;

Subjecy: Silent Prayer & Meditation: Speaker,
Canon Derek, Prd.ee,'

Y!ed.17th.Same place & time: Intercession:Speaker:Peggy Pratten.
, ,

Wed.28th.7.30.Sparham Church: Contemplative Prayer:
Hilary ~akemsn o~ the Julian Meeting.

Wed.April ~th.Same time & place. Chmldren's prayers:
Speaker, Myrtle VTayney:Chrllldren's Counc i.L,

DON'T FORGET
The Foxley Flovrer Festival:
Forthe~ details later.

Friday to Sunday,June 22nd-2~th.

VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED ~or the Dai Centre ~t 'St.Midhael's
Hall~ Reepham , either to help with ~transport (mi'l~age allowance
paid) or to help running it. (,
I~ interested please contact:

Edmund Easten: Tel.Saxthorpe ~,
or Michael Pickering, Tel.Foulsham 275,,'.
or Olive Robin, Tel.Gt.Witchingham 38r ' ,

..... :~ ~-.:....~.,.,1. 10 "•• ,.oO ••••• O.G _
,J ~ '>~


