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Saturday 2nd May 
H is for Hawk 

 
 

(12A) 
 

Doors, Bar/Cafe Open 6.30pm, Film starts at 7.30pm 
Adults £5, Under 18 £3, Family (2A+2C) £15 + £2 each extra child 

 
Tickets on sale in Reception on the night. 

There will be the opportunity to pay by cash and card.  
 

Tel: 01362 688887 or email: BawdeswellVillageCinema@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/BawdeswellVillageCinema/ 

https://twitter.com/BawdeswellFilm1 
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WELCOME 
 
Well, here we are in the merry month of May! Well, not so merry for 
most of us with the unsettled world situation, rising household costs 
especially around fuel and rather variable weather.  

However, let us hold on to the fact that we live in a wonderful part of 
the United Kingdom, in villages which offer a variety of activities and 
truly care about the well-being of their local communities offering help 
and support where needed as well as people who take a pride in 
tending their homes and gardens and businesses which offer a range 
of services. Thank you to all of you who contribute to village life and 
especially to those who keep a weather eye on anybody who from 
time to time may need a helping hand. You are very much 
appreciated!  

Enjoy not one but two Bank Holidays this month!  
With best wishes,  
Anne and the Team  
 
 
 

 

Next copy deadline 
15th May 2026 

Please email  
reevestale.magazine@gmail.com 

 

Advertising in The Reeve’s Tale 
 
If you would like to advertise your 
business within The Reeve’s Tale, please 
contact us via email  

 

Send your stories, letters and 
ideas to 
reevestale.magazine@gmail.com 
or call us on 01362 685308. 

reevestale.magazine@gmail.com 
or visit www.thereevestale.co.uk  
for advertising rates. 

 
Front image: 
Bawdeswell Cemetery 
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FOXLEY  

VILLAGE HALL 
TO BOOK 

Please Contact 

Helen Mears 

Tel:  01362 688251 

Email : helenmears@pobroadband.co.uk 

Why not hire the Village Hall 
for your next event 

MEETINGS / RECEPTIONS 
PARTIES / CELEBRATIONS 

INDOOR GAMES / 
DEMONSTRATIONS / 

EXHIBITIONS / REUNIONS 
AND MORE  

Available for regular and one-off hire: 
• Main hall with projector; fully-equipped kitchen attached 
• Large meeting room with whiteboard and smart screen 
• Small meeting room with whiteboard and smart screen 
• Shared reception area with kitchenette, and doors to patio 
See website for details and hire rates: www.bawdeswellvillagehall.co.uk 

BOOKING: 
jporterbvh@gmail.com 

01362 688887/07759 471644 
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WHAT’S ON 
May Events 

Event Date Location/Time 

Bawdeswell Village Cinema Sat 2nd May Bawdeswell Village Hall 6.30 for 
7.30pm 

Café Philosophique Tues 5th May Bawdeswell Village Hall 7.30pm 

Foxley Coffee Morning Weds 6th May Foxley Village Hall 10am 

Bawdeswell Annual Parish Meeting 
and Annual Parish Council Meeting 

Thurs 7th May Bawdeswell Village Hall 6.45pm & 
7pm 

Knit and Natter Thurs 14th May Bawdeswell Village Hall 2-4pm 

Book Group  Thurs 14th May Bawdeswell Village Hall 7.30pm 

Bawdeswell’s Big Quiz Sat 16th May Bawdeswell Village Hall 6.30 for 7pm 

Mobile Library Tues 26th May Bawdeswell from 11.10am @ village 
hall onwards, see page 36 for details 

Knit and Natter Thurs 28th May Bawdeswell Village Hall 2-4pm 

Foxley Coffee Morning Weds 3rd June Foxley Village Hall 10am 

Bawdeswell Parish Council Meeting Thurs 4th June Bawdeswell Village Hall 7pm 

Bawdeswell Primary School Fete Sat 6th June Bawdeswell Primary School 12-4pm 

 

OTHER LOCAL EVENTS 
Event Date Location/Time 

Bingo with Reepham Lions Weds 6th May Stimpsons piece, Reepham, 7.45pm, 
see page 15 for details 

Gala Concert & Tea with The 
Festival Choir, Bawdeswell 

Sun 10th May St Mary’s Church, Reepham, 3pm, see 
page 42 for details 

Eco Fair Sat 16th May St Mary’s Church, Elsing. 10.30am – 
4pm, see page 44 for details 

Reepham Gardening Club Tues 19th May 7.15pm Reepham Town Hall, see page 
11 for details 

Reepham WI Meeting Thurs 21st May 7.30pm St Michaels Church Hall, 
Reepham see page 11 for details 

Gala Concert & Reception 
with The Festival Choir, 
Bawdeswell 

Sat 30th May St Mary’s Church, East Bilney, 7pm, 
see page 46 for details 
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With Jo & Sam 
EXERCISE CLASSES FOR THE OVER 50s 
ALL EXERCISES CAN BE DONE SEATED OR STANDING 

BAWDESWELL VILLAGE HALL 

WEDNESDAY 10.00AM (full) 

& 11.30AM (spaces) 

FRIDAY 10.00AM (spaces) 
JUST £6.00 - TEA & COFFEE AVAILABLE AFTER CLASS 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK YOUR PLACE CALL: 
    SAM:  07925 602862  OR  JO:  07941 086603    

 
THE SESSIONS ARE SET TO GREAT MUSIC AND INCLUDE; 

FLEXIBILITY, AEROBIC, STRENGTH AND BALANCE 
EXERCISES  

COME AND HAVE SOME FUN WHILST GETTING STRONGER AND 
FITTER

9 
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WHAT’S ON 
Regular Events Time/Date  Location 

Zumba Fitness Mon 10 – 11am Bawdeswell Village Hall 

Short Mat Bowls Mon 2 – 4pm Foxley Village Hall 

Hub Cafe Tues 10 – 12pm Bawdeswell Village Hall 

Move it or Lose it Wed 10 – 11am Bawdeswell Village Hall 

Move it or Lose it Wed 11.30 – 12.30pm Bawdeswell Village Hall 

Tai Chi Thurs 10 – 11am Bawdeswell Village Hall 

FitSteps Thurs 7 – 8pm Bawdeswell Village Hall 

Move it or Lose it Fri 10 – 11am Bawdeswell Village Hall 

Bridge Club Fri 1.30pm Bawdeswell Village Hall 

Short Mat Bowls Fri 2 – 4pm Foxley Village Hall 

Hatha Yoga Sat 8.45 – 9.45am Bawdeswell Village Hall 

Games Afternoon Sat 1.30 – 4.30pm Bawdeswell Village Hall 
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EVENTS INFORMATION 
REEPHAM GARDENING CLUB  
Unfortunately we have had to cancel the annual plant sale that is normally 
held in the Market Place Reepham. 
 
Tuesday May 19th at 7.30pm 
Annette Hurt - ‘Gardening Naturally – Changing from Chemicals to Nature’ 
An experienced RHS qualified gardener, & beekeeper, based in the Norfolk 
Broads. This talk focuses on using plants and natural fertilisers rather than 
shop bought products. We will look at how to attract natural predators to 
our garden, companion planting and using nonchemical forms of pest 
control. 
Meetings held at Town Hall, Church St, Reepham NR10 4JW 
New members and visitors always welcome.   
Members: £2.00, non-members: £3.00 (inc. tea/coffee and cake).  
The garden club desperately needs more committee members. if your new year 
resolution was to get more involved in your local community this could be the ideal 
time to start. Please contact Jeff Johnson for more information on 01362 680066 or 
visit our website: www.Reephamgardenclub.org.uk or email 
jeffandcaroljohnson@yahoo.co.uk. 
 

REEPHAM WI 
Thursday 21st May at 7.30 pm 
The RMS Lusitania - James Stebbings 
Join us for an engaging and thought-provoking evening as James Stebbings 
presents a fascinating talk on the tragic story of the RMS Lusitania. 
The RMS Lusitania, a British ocean liner, was torpedoed by a German U-boat 
on May 7th 1915, during the First World War. She sank in just 18 minutes off 
the coast of Ireland, claiming 1,198 lives, including 128 Americans. The 
disaster helped shift public opinion in the United States and contributed to 
its entry into the war in 1917. 
New ladies are always very welcome! Come along to enjoy friendship, 
activities, and lively meetings. We’re building a warm, fun, and thriving group 
for women in the local community — and we’d love you to be part of it. 
For more information about us, please visit our website or alternatively contact: 
Brenda Gostling Tel: 07760 458957 Email:brenda@brendagostling.co.uk 
Meetings held at St Michael’s Church Hall, Reepham 
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LETTERS 
Beauty and Well-Being Restoration Raffle 
Now up and running with some fantastic prizes to win: 

• A Jarrold Beauty Hamper worth over £300. 
• Ladies and Gentleman’s Hairdressing Vouchers worth £60 for 

ScissorHand Hairdressing Salon in Dereham 
• Hairdressing Voucher for Louise Hairdresser in Bawdeswell  
• Numerous other prizes of Beauty and Well-Being products.  

Tickets are £1 each or a book of 5 for £5.  
All the monies raised will go towards the restoration and upkeep of 
Bawdeswell Village Cemetery on Reepham Road. You will have noticed major 
work already completed with lopping and pruning of trees and hedges, grass 
cutting, a thorough clearing and removal of accumulated rubbish, tidying of 
graves and general maintenance work. The projected cost is around £7000 -
£8000, so all the monies raised from the raffle will go towards the Cemetery 
and its continuing upkeep.  
Many thanks to the very generous prizes from local businesses and villagers. 
Please do support this.  
Tickets will be on sale during May and June around the Village, or you can 
phone Lis Glen on 01362 562491. 
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DENTURE REPAIRS 
AND CLEANING 

 

Professional same day service 
 

OPEN DAILY FROM 8AM  
INCLUDING WEEKENDS 

 

Call Nick on 07881 381800 
 or 01362 688711 

denturecarenorfolk@hotmail.com 
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LETTERS 

Reepham Lions 
 

First Lions Bingo Night in May 

Reepham Lions will be hosting a series of Bingo Nights over the next few 
months, with the first of these happening on Wednesday 6th May at 7.45 pm 
at Stimpson’s Piece Hall, Reepham. 

We’re keeping things simple – cash prizes based on the money raised on the 
night for the winners of lines and cards, including the special ‘flyer’ round.  
We’ll be giving cash prizes for our raffle too, awarding half the amount raised 
on the raffle to the lucky winners.  

You are welcome to bring your own refreshments to enjoy at your table, 
including alcohol if you wish. We will have teas and coffees on sale for those 
who would like a hot drink. 

We’re hoping this will be the start of a long-running series of monthly nights 
out for people in and around Reepham. We’ve already set the dates for the 
next couple of months:- 3rd June and 1st July. All the proceeds of the evenings 
will be used by Reepham Lions to support good causes, mostly in the local 
area.  
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VILLAGE VIEWS 
Ermentrude and Sid were quite cautious with their finances. Maybe because in 
his ‘yoof‘, Sid had been a bit of a loadsamoney working class yuppie in the City, 
with tailored suits, fast cars, fine dining and long-legged models as girl-friends. 
Then, attending a mate’s wedding, Ermentrude, a cousin of the bride and a 
bridesmaid had caught his eye. It was love at first sight for him but not her. He, 
however, persisted, but she was having none of it. He was brash, arrogant, 
careless with money, friends and family. So he changed, left the City, trained as a 
Youth Worker, devoted more time to his elderly parents and demonstrated to 
Ermentrude that he had principles and undying love for only her. How could she 
resist?  
So, they moved to a new town, bought a house, brought up a family and led a 
contented life investing their smallish incomes sensibly and wisely (with a few 
lucky tips from a couple of Sid’s former yuppie friends with whom he had kept in 
touch). They moved up the property ladder taking advantage of rising house 
prices and were now comfortably off but cautious. A recent win on Premium 
Bonds had meant they both had brand new iPads and they often sat together in 
their ‘Office’, a spare bedroom kitted out with a combination of furniture from 
Ikea (Sid), and John Lewis (Ermentrude).  
Idly flicking through her emails, Ermentrude noticed one from Sid. But, he was 
sitting alongside her! Mystified she opened it. ‘Sweetheart’, it began. 
Ermentrude’s hopes were raised, her Sid was going to surprise her with a 
weekend away or maybe that trip down the Rhine they had discussed or even a 
meal at No.1 Cromer (he knew how much she loved her lobster and was there an 
‘R’ in the month, she mused?). Enough reverie, her eyes took in the words, 
‘Where’s my cup of coffee?’ it read, ‘and I’ll have a bit of that luscious coffee and 
walnut cake to go with it darling’. Ermentrude swiftly tapped a response, rose 
from her chair and left the room. Sid, startled, heard the front door bang, her car 
drive off and glanced at his email. ‘Yuppie!’ it read. He went white.  
Dear Readers, the next day, surrounded by a ginormous bouquet of red roses, 
with a travel brochure of a booked cruise along the Rhine, a weekend away at 
the Savoy plus a theatre trip and a planned outing at the weekend to Cromer 
(yes, lobster IS on the menu), Ermentrude settled down in her armchair with a 
delicious cup of coffee courtesy of the brand-new Miele Coffee machine in the 
kitchen. Sid is hoping for another win on Premium Bonds or a lucky tip on an 
investment and if that fails, he might just have to get a job as a Barista.  
Maide of Bawdeswelle 
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BAWDESWELL’S 

BIG 
QUIZ 

 

Saturday 16th May 
at Bawdeswell Village Hall 

 

Either make up your own team of 6 or join up with others at the hall.  

This is a light hearted fun Quiz. 

Prize for winning team  

Bar/Café 

Raffle 

Hall and Bar/Cafe Open 6.30pm – Quiz Starts at 7pm 

Adults £5, Under 18 £3, Family (2A+2C) £15 + £2 each extra child 

To book your place please contact Carolyn Tel: 01362 688944.    
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VILLAGE NEWS 
Bawdeswell Village Hall Update 

April was a busy time for the Arts at our Village Hall kicking off with a showing of ‘The 
Choral’ at the monthly cinema showing, followed by a one-woman live theatre 
performance from Creative Arts East and ending with a screening of Helen Mirren as 
Queen Elizabeth II in the National Theatre production of The Audience.  
Interspersed with these was the Model Railway Exhibition which is always well 
attended and has become an annual event at our Village Hall. (Rumour has it people 
come from far and wide just for the Bacon Butties!).  
Of course, the weekly Hub Coffee Morning continues on a Tuesday. A very big thank 
you to all the Volunteers who contribute to all these events by setting out spaces, 
opening and closing the hall from dawn to late evenings, making and baking and 
serving the refreshments, all of which are donated. Thank you to all those 
undertaking the Health and Safety checks, the never-ending administration which 
keeps the Hall running and for planting up the colourful containers which welcome 
us on arriving for an event or meeting. This month we extend a special thank you to 
Craig Ledbury and his plumbing expertise who has sorted out several issues for us. 
You are a star! Also, an acknowledgement to ‘Three Men in a Container’;- Dave, 
Graham and Chris who have brightened up both the football container and our lives 
with their paint-splattered appearances. 
At the monthly Volunteer meeting a decision was made that this year we will not be 
having the monthly Soup and Pud over the Summer months. This will give all our 
Volunteers a much deserved break so do note, April was the last month for Soup and 
Pud and we plan to start again in the Autumn. Look out for further information on a 
start date on local notice boards and in the Reeves Tale. There will also be no cinema 
showing in August. We will also be trialling a ‘Cake of the Month’ with a suggested 
donation of £2 a slice at the Tuesday Coffee Morning (a straw poll of local cafes 
charge between £3.75-£6 a slice!) and circulating a questionnaire about donations 
for refreshments provided at both the Hub and Soup and Pud events. The 
refreshments are made and donated by Volunteers but sadly payment for these from 
some people is minimal. We do understand that times are hard for everyone but 
with the cost of ingredients rising it seems only right that we ask people to 
contribute a reasonable, adequate and sensible amount and not to pile up their 
plates! Your donations keep the Village Hall up and running providing a centre for a 
very wide range of activities, events, social gatherings, meetings, clubs, organisations 
and groups which benefit both our local community and individuals. This is your 
opportunity to tell us what you think, so please do fill in the questionnaire.  

Contacts: 
Chair: Chris Leppard – 01362 688 774 
Vice-Chair: Carolyn Good - 01362 688 944 
Bookings: Jo Porter – 01362 688 887 
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VILLAGE NEWS 
Date for Your Diary  

 
 

Foxley News 
Foxley Coffee Morning 

The date of the next coffee morning will be Wednesday, 6th May,  
10:00 – 12 noon. All welcome to join us for coffee, cake and a chance 
to meet up with your neighbours. Advance warning: coffee morning 
next month will be on Wednesday 3rd June between 10 am and noon. 
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VILLAGE NEWS 
BAWDESWELL VILLAGE SCHOOL 
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VILLAGE NEWS 
BAWDESWELL VILLAGE SCHOOL 
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WEEKLY CLASSES AT BAWDESWELL 
VILLAGE HALL 

 
No partner required, learn some 
of your Strictly favourites 
  Thursday 7pm. 

 
Come along and shimmy, shake and 
smile! 

Monday at 10am 
ONLY £6 per class 

     Come on your own or bring a friend, everyone welcome! 
Bawdeswell Village Hall, Reepham Road, NR20 4RU 

For more details contact Laura 
01362 692021 or 07845 578689 

 

FOOT 
AND 
EAR 

CLINIC  

MY NAME IS DIANE 
I AM A QUALIFIED FOOT 

HEALTH PRACTITIONER AND 
ALSO OFFER EAR WAX 

REMOVAL. 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO MAKE 

AN APPOINTMENT, 
I AM CLINIC BASED IN LYNG. 

GIVE ME A CALL ON 
..07796505128 

OR EMAIL... 
dcrossgower@yahoo.co.uk 
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CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 
 

Book Group 

The Book Group meets in the Village Hall. We meet on the second Thursday of each 
month, starting at 7:30pm. Each member pays an annual Group Subscription Fee currently 
£25, to cover our room hire and library charges. New members are welcome and are 
invited to attend for two meetings before deciding to join the group and pay their 
subscription. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

‘August Blue’ by Deborah Levy 

 
 
It depends on which side of the fence you sit…… 

This can either be a straightforward story or a much more complex one. 

The simple story is that a 30 year old piano virtuoso dyes her hair, loses her place 
in the music score with the consequence that she leaves the stage to begin 
teaching private students, travelling to different parts of Europe. 

Or…… 

It’s a still a story about a 30 year old woman but the more complex story involves 
the reader in a lot of detection, hunting for clues which are scattered through the 
chapters. This woman is trying to find out about herself and her history whilst she 
re-imagines herself and begins to face the future. Deborah Levy invites the reader 
to piece together her hidden history alongside the puzzle of the doppelganger 
(the ‘other’ woman). Elsa our heroine, glimpses her as she travels around Europe, 
but who is she and does she really exist?   

There is much to unravel in these pages.  Otherwise, it’s quite a short story. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
We are currently reading ‘Shy Creatures’ by Clare Chambers for discussion at our 
next meeting on 14thMay.   
Enquiries: Carolyn 01362 688944 
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CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 

 

Festival Choir Bawdeswell       
 

The Festival Choir, based in Bawdeswell, has established itself as a vibrant high 
standard female concert choir. The hourlong programmes from 'Bach to 
Broadway' delight audiences with the repertoire that spans from classical to modern, 
and everything else in between, ensuring something for everyone. The choir is 
committed to delivering music of the highest calibre and welcomes enthusiastic 
singers with some experience. If you are interested in joining, there are vacancies 
across all voice sections. We rehearse for an hour on a Saturday morning from 10am 
and Wednesday evening from 7pm at All Saints Church, allowing greater flexibility 
with attendance. To find out more or arrange an informal chat, please contact 
Musical Director James Lilwall at 01362 688499 or pjlilwall@hotmail.com.  
You can also visit the choirs Facebook page for updates. New members are warmly 
encouraged! 
 

     
Bawdeswell Bowls Club 

Bawdeswell Bowls club 2026 season starts on the 5th of May with the first game 
away. Here are the fixtures for May. 
 

Tuesday 5th Whissonsett  away  Tuesday 19th Gaywood 
Park 

home  
 

Friday 8th Reepham 
Nomads 

home  
 

Thursday 21st Sheringham away  
 

Tuesday 12th Shouldham home  Friday 22nd Whinburgh away  
 

Thursday 14th Bintree home  Tuesday 26th Wootton 
Park      

 away 
 

Friday 15th Reepham 
Town 

away Thursday 28th  Cawston  home 

Monday 18th North 
Walsham 

away  
 

   

 
If you would like to try bowls, call Paul on mobile 07796 964574 home 01362 
668195  email paul.digby5@hotmail.co.uk you will be made most welcome. 
 

 



26 
thereevestale.co.uk                                                                                 May 2026                    

 

 

27 
thereevestale.co.uk                                                                                 May 2026                    

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 

 

Festival Choir Bawdeswell       
 

The Festival Choir, based in Bawdeswell, has established itself as a vibrant high 
standard female concert choir. The hourlong programmes from 'Bach to 
Broadway' delight audiences with the repertoire that spans from classical to modern, 
and everything else in between, ensuring something for everyone. The choir is 
committed to delivering music of the highest calibre and welcomes enthusiastic 
singers with some experience. If you are interested in joining, there are vacancies 
across all voice sections. We rehearse for an hour on a Saturday morning from 10am 
and Wednesday evening from 7pm at All Saints Church, allowing greater flexibility 
with attendance. To find out more or arrange an informal chat, please contact 
Musical Director James Lilwall at 01362 688499 or pjlilwall@hotmail.com.  
You can also visit the choirs Facebook page for updates. New members are warmly 
encouraged! 
 

     
Bawdeswell Bowls Club 

Bawdeswell Bowls club 2026 season starts on the 5th of May with the first game 
away. Here are the fixtures for May. 
 

Tuesday 5th Whissonsett  away  Tuesday 19th Gaywood 
Park 

home  
 

Friday 8th Reepham 
Nomads 

home  
 

Thursday 21st Sheringham away  
 

Tuesday 12th Shouldham home  Friday 22nd Whinburgh away  
 

Thursday 14th Bintree home  Tuesday 26th Wootton 
Park      

 away 
 

Friday 15th Reepham 
Town 

away Thursday 28th  Cawston  home 

Monday 18th North 
Walsham 

away  
 

   

 
If you would like to try bowls, call Paul on mobile 07796 964574 home 01362 
668195  email paul.digby5@hotmail.co.uk you will be made most welcome. 
 

 



28 
thereevestale.co.uk                                                                                 May 2026                    

 

  

29 
thereevestale.co.uk                                                                                 May 2026                    

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 

 

Bawdeswell Knit and Natter 
May dates are 14th & 28th  
2 - 4 pm at the Village Hall. Come along and join us. Refreshments will be available. 
Our Numbers are dwindling and we are in danger of closing. 
Use it or lose it. 
Enquiries:  Josie Beach 01362 688869. 
 

     
Bintree Bowls Club 

The new season is nearly upon us and preparations are being made. We have 
entered 3 Leagues;- the Cawston League which is an evening league, and the 
Hempton and Age UK Leagues which are afternoons. We have a lovely green 
to play on which is behind Bawdeswell Village Hall and we have regular roll up 
sessions throughout the season as well as inter-club competitions. 
We are always looking for new players; it does not matter if you have not 
played before, coaching can be given, all you need is a pair of flat shoes. 
Chances are that if you live in Bawdeswell or Foxley you probably know 
somebody who is a member so why not give it a go, have a little exercise, 
fresh air and sunshine (hopefully) and meet new friends. 
Please contact Nick Mears on 07947 860922 or speak to anyone you know 
who already plays. 
 

 
Bridge Club 

The JayCee Bridge Club meets in the Village Hall on Friday afternoons at 
1.30pm. Whilst we aspire to play well, our range of bridge abilities means that 
it’s really bridge for fun. No regular partners are needed. If you think you 
might like to start playing bridge then you are welcome to come along and 
watch to begin with. 
Please contact Patsy for information, or to confirm a session is to take place.  
Contact: Patsy Catchpole 01362 688352 
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Scissor Hands 
 Norwich Street, Dereham NR19 1BX 36 

e-mail: scissor_hands_dereham@yahoo.com 

Opening Hours 
Sunday   closed 
Monday   closed 
Tuesday   9:00 - 6:00 
Wednesday   9:00 - 6:00 
Thursday  9:00 - 6:00 
Friday    9:00 - 7:00 
Saturday  9:00 - 5:00 
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CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 
 Cafe Philosophique 

Finding good reasons for everyday beliefs 
We meet in Bawdeswell Village Hall, every first Tuesday at 7:30. Everyone 
coming is asked to contribute to the cost of our room hire fee. 
Next meeting: Tuesday 5th May – We return to The Game 
Contact: Peter: 01362 688944 
 

 
Foxley Village Hall Coffee Morning 

The date of the next coffee morning will be Wednesday, 6th May,  
10:00 – 12 noon. All welcome to join us for coffee, cake and a chance to meet 
up with your neighbours. Advance warning: coffee morning next month will 
be on Wednesday 3rd June between 10 am and noon. 
 If you need transport, please contact Jo 688981 or for any other enquiries 
please contact Linda 688488 or Gillian 688955. 
 

 
Games Afternoon  

We meet in Bawdeswell Village Hall, every Saturday 1.30 – 4.30pm. Games 
played:- Uno, Mexican Train, Scrabble. Other suggestions welcome. 1st visit 
free, normal price £5. Contact: Anne 01362 685308. 

 

     
Short Mat Bowls 

Foxley Village Hall           Every Monday and Friday 2 - 4pm  
New members welcome. 
To find out more, call Frank on 01362 688089 or Carole on 01362 688567. 
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CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 

 
Lakeside Pilgrims Bowls Club 

We are in the final stages of getting the fixture list sorted out for the summer. 
Hoping for good weather. The green will be open towards the middle to the 
end of April. Matches start at the beginning of May. If there is anybody 
interested in playing bowls you can contact Sue Purse 07765 446907 or 
Sue.purse@gmail.com. New players are always welcome. 
 

 
North Elmham Countrysiders Club 
 

Meet at The Memorial Hall, Holt Road, North Elmham. Every other Monday 
evening 7pm - 8.30pm (term time only). Open to ages 10-16 yrs. We are part 
of the Norfolk Young Farmers clubs and are actively involved in all areas 
within the organisation. Please note - sessions usually cost £4/child, annual 
subscription applies. For more information, please email: 
north_elmham_cs@norfolkyfc.co.uk Or find us on Facebook (North Elmham 
Countrysiders) or by calling the Norfolk County office: 01603 748931. 
 
 

 
Dereham Walkers are Welcome 
Dereham Walkers are Welcome is a not-for-profit organisation. 

Please come and join us for a walk in the local area.  
We have two regular walks each month. 
Our shortest, easiest walk of around two miles is on the second Tuesday of 
the month, and a slightly longer one of around four miles is on the first Friday 
of the month. Our next long walk is on 20th May;- first we catch a bus to North 
Elmham and then we walk back into town. 
For up-to-date information, please check our website:- 
http://www.derehamwaw.org.uk/, 
email Ken Hawkins: ken-hawkins@tiscali.co.uk or call him on 07505 426750. 
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Dereham Walkers are Welcome 
Dereham Walkers are Welcome is a not-for-profit organisation. 

Please come and join us for a walk in the local area.  
We have two regular walks each month. 
Our shortest, easiest walk of around two miles is on the second Tuesday of 
the month, and a slightly longer one of around four miles is on the first Friday 
of the month. Our next long walk is on 20th May;- first we catch a bus to North 
Elmham and then we walk back into town. 
For up-to-date information, please check our website:- 
http://www.derehamwaw.org.uk/, 
email Ken Hawkins: ken-hawkins@tiscali.co.uk or call him on 07505 426750. 
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SERVICES 
 

Community Car Scheme:  
Bawdeswell, Bylaugh, Foxley  

 

Someone once said ‘ask a busy person if you need something doing’.  
Whilst this is often a true sentiment, it really is the case that ‘many 
hands make light work’. 

This would certainly be the case for our Community Car Scheme, but it 
is getting the ‘many hands’ that is the difficulty! 

With volunteering numbers down to record lows after the pandemic, 
the voluntary sector is finding it more difficult than ever. I seem to be 
assailed on all fronts to become a Scout Leader again, join the Rotary 
Club or even help out with the turtles on Cape Verde, all of which I 
would love to do if I had the time! 

My dream for the Community Car Scheme is everyone doing a very 
little bit and making this ‘light work’ in helping our neighbours, many 
of whom have ‘done their bit’ in times gone by. 

Can you Help? 
Can you spare an hour or two a month? We are looking for volunteers 
to keep the service going. 

Are you able to drive your car to the hospital or local surgery? The 
scheme enables reimbursement of 45p per mile. We do not carry 
wheelchair users. There is a DBS check and medical form which is 
signed by your GP. The joining process is simple.   

You will make a difference in your local community. 
David Wheeler, Volunteer Coordinator 
07909 901015 
davidawheeler@sky.com 
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SERVICES 

 

MOBILE LIBRARY  

26th May 

 
BAWDESWELL VILLAGE HALL 11:10 -11.35 

BAWDESWELL PARADISE ROAD 11:40 – 11.50 

BAWDESWELL CHAUCER CLOSE 11.55 – 12.10 

FOXLEY VILLAGE HALL 12:20 – 12.35 

 
Can’t get to the Mobile Library, but have access to the internet,  
then why not try ‘Libby’? 
 

 
 

Current Opening Hours and Locations 

Tuesday Bawdeswell Church 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Friday Bawdeswell Church 9.00am - 12.00pm 
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PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING OF BAWDESWELL PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 2nd APRIL 2026 
AT 7.00pm  

Present: D. Shannon (Acting Chair), C. Good, M. Bailey, R. Hannent. 
Mrs. J Boxall (Clerk) Members of the public – 1 

Councillor Vacancy 
Breckland advised that the period during which electors might request an election to 
fill the casual vacancy on the Council has now elapsed, no requests were received. 
The Council may now proceed to fill the vacancy by co-option. 
If you are interested in becoming a Parish Councillor, please contact the Clerk for 
further information. The closing date for applications is the 23rd May. The Council 
are hoping to co-opt a new Councillor at their meeting on 4th June. 
 
Breckland Local Plan 
There is no further update on the Local Plan. Residents are reminded and 
encouraged to submit their views to Breckland Planning. 
 
Local Government Reorganisation 
The Government has confirmed its decision on Local Government Reorganisation 
(LGR) in Norfolk. They have opted to replace current arrangements with three new 
unitary authorities, West, East and Greater Norwich. The following timeline was 
given; Later this year the Government will set out the legislation to enact this 
'minded to' decision, this will include details of interim governance  
May 2027 – Shadow elections take place for the new unitary councils. 
31st March 2028 – Breckland Council will close. 
1st April 2028 - The new unitary council 'goes live' and takes over from predecessors 
It is acknowledged that Council tax will increase with no improvement in services due 
to the reorganisation and there will be disruption to services. 
 
Play Area 
Breckland District Council has advised as ‘the parish council owns the recreation 
ground, it is entitled, as landowner, to set conditions for its use. This can include 
prohibiting dogs altogether or requiring that they are kept on leads. The council may 
also ask individuals to leave the land if they fail to comply with these conditions. 
Breckland supports the Council’s use of clear and prominent signage and would 
encourage residents to report incidences of dog fouling;  
www.breckland.gov.uk/litter-and-dog-fouling 
The Council remains hopeful that dog owners will come together to form a proposal 
for the benefit of all recreation ground users. 
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PARISH COUNCIL 
Bawdeswell continued…. 

Highways 
The issue regarding flooding on the section of Norwich Road close to the Garden 
Centre and the alleyway into Chaucer Close has been raised with Highways in the 
first instance. Residents are encouraged to report any flooding to Norfolk County 
Council with photos so that the issue can be investigated and further action can be 
taken. Residents are reminded that residents can report all Highway matters to 
Norfolk County Council - https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/39652 
 
Finance 
 The balance of the Community account as at 31st March 2026 was confirmed as 
£17737.03, Business Money Manager (Earmarked reserves) was £43897.44. End of 
year accounts will be submitted to the auditor for review. 
 
The Annual Parish Council Meeting will be held on Thursday 7th May 2026 at 7pm 
with the Annual Parish Meeting starting at 6.45pm. These meetings will be held at 
the Village Hall. Members of the public are warmly invited to attend. The Council 
usually meet on the first Thursday of every month except for January & August. 
Please check the website or noticeboard for any changes. 
If you have any concerns please contact the Parish Clerk Jo Boxall, White House, 
Pettywell, Reepham, NR10 4RN, Tel: 01603 879480, Email: 
clerk@bawdeswell.norfolkparishes.gov.uk 

Full draft minutes from this meeting and minutes from previous meetings, 
including financial / audit information and policies can be found on the Parish 
Council website http://bawdeswell.norfolkparishes.gov.uk 
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CHURCH NEWS 
 

 
The Friends of Bawdeswell Church 

‘protecting & enhancing this unique building  
for the future’ 

  
 

Many thanks to everyone who was able to support the Gala Bingo evening 
held on 17th March at the Village Hall. It was a resounding success, with 
lively participation and a welcoming atmosphere. Thanks to the generosity of 
attendees and the hard work of organisers, Sam our caller, the event raised 
over £900. The supper added a special touch, making the gathering both 
enjoyable and memorable for all involved. 

Sheringham Little Theatre brings 'Magical Theatre’ to ‘Magical Places’  in a 
professional production of ‘Jeeves & Wooster, In Perfect Nonsense’ at 
Bylaugh Hall on Sunday, 26th July. The event features a 2pm outdoor 
performance, with gates opening at 12pm, alongside retail and food stalls, a 
bar, and live music for a festival atmosphere. Attendees are encouraged to 
bring chairs and rugs, and picnics are welcome, though dogs are not 
permitted. Children under 12 attend free, and tickets cost £20 in advance 
from www.ticketsource.co.uk. 

2026 events: 
 

July 26th ‘Jeeves & Wooster in Perfect 
Nonsense’   

Bylaugh Hall, gates 
open at 12pm 

Dec 5th   Christmas Wreath Fair Church, 9am – 1pm 
Dec 10th Gala Christmas Concert & Reception Bylaugh Hall,   7pm 

         
 
All ticket information and further enquiries from 01362 688499 or 
pjlilwall@hotmail.com  James Lilwall – Chairman  David Shannon – 
Treasurer Peter Jervis – 100 Club Secretary. Committee Members – Robin 
Taylor, Sandi Taylor, Angela Shannon, Jamie Duncan, Melanie Pratt, Jo 
Porter, Anne Toomey and Josie Beach.   
 



40 
thereevestale.co.uk                                                                                 May 2026                    

 
  

41 
thereevestale.co.uk                                                                                 May 2026                    

CHURCH NEWS 
 

 
The Friends of Bawdeswell Church 

‘protecting & enhancing this unique building  
for the future’ 

  
 

Many thanks to everyone who was able to support the Gala Bingo evening 
held on 17th March at the Village Hall. It was a resounding success, with 
lively participation and a welcoming atmosphere. Thanks to the generosity of 
attendees and the hard work of organisers, Sam our caller, the event raised 
over £900. The supper added a special touch, making the gathering both 
enjoyable and memorable for all involved. 

Sheringham Little Theatre brings 'Magical Theatre’ to ‘Magical Places’  in a 
professional production of ‘Jeeves & Wooster, In Perfect Nonsense’ at 
Bylaugh Hall on Sunday, 26th July. The event features a 2pm outdoor 
performance, with gates opening at 12pm, alongside retail and food stalls, a 
bar, and live music for a festival atmosphere. Attendees are encouraged to 
bring chairs and rugs, and picnics are welcome, though dogs are not 
permitted. Children under 12 attend free, and tickets cost £20 in advance 
from www.ticketsource.co.uk. 

2026 events: 
 

July 26th ‘Jeeves & Wooster in Perfect 
Nonsense’   

Bylaugh Hall, gates 
open at 12pm 

Dec 5th   Christmas Wreath Fair Church, 9am – 1pm 
Dec 10th Gala Christmas Concert & Reception Bylaugh Hall,   7pm 

         
 
All ticket information and further enquiries from 01362 688499 or 
pjlilwall@hotmail.com  James Lilwall – Chairman  David Shannon – 
Treasurer Peter Jervis – 100 Club Secretary. Committee Members – Robin 
Taylor, Sandi Taylor, Angela Shannon, Jamie Duncan, Melanie Pratt, Jo 
Porter, Anne Toomey and Josie Beach.   
 



42 
thereevestale.co.uk                                                                                 May 2026                    

 

  

43 
thereevestale.co.uk                                                                                 May 2026                    

CHURCH NEWS 
Bawdeswell Church News 

 

Although technically still in the Easter season, already it feels in the past as 
far as the chocolates go. However, Easter lasts for 6 weeks ending with 
Pentecost on 24th May. 
The Good Friday service, following the Walk of Witness from Foxley to 
Bawdeswell for a service called an  ‘Hour before the cross’ was very moving 
with lovely anthems from the All Saints Festival Choir. Our thanks to James 
and Peter for the hot cross buns and tea afterwards at Church View. 
Easter morning’s sunrise service at Foxley was delightful – the sun rose and 
lit up the wall of the church and the only sounds (apart from the hardy souls 
who turned up) was lovely birdsong. 
Bawdeswell Church was well attended at the 10.30 service with 37 in church 
and 12 on Zoom. The singing was loud and joyful and the celebrations ended 
with Bucks Fizz and cake. Our thanks to Julie Smith for her usual magnificent 
flower displays for Easter Sunday. 

Our cemetery appeal is still open and donations can be made to the PCC.  
Please contact Sandi Taylor on sanditaylor1947@gmail.com for details on 
how to make a donation. If you are a tax payer, we can claim gift aid on your 
donation which brings in another 25%. Work has started and it is surprising 
how many people have remarked that they didn’t know it was there. There’s 
still a long way to go, clearing out rubbish and installing new railings. 

The PCC owes a big vote of thanks to Brian Nursey who has redecorated the 
vestry, toilet, back porch and all the church windowsills. It all looks amazing 
and we greatly appreciate his efforts. 

Sandi Taylor, PCC Secretary and Treasurer 
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CHURCH NEWS 

Reverend Richard Reflects 
This month sees our Eco Fair at Elsing church on 16th May. We hope that it 
will be a chance for everyone to explore different ways they can engage with 
caring for the environment and God’s creation. It is also proving to be a great 
opportunity for people to volunteer. 
The church, it hopefully won’t surprise you to read, relies on its volunteers. 
Even large churches with paid staff rely on volunteers for many of the things 
that happen there, but the rural church couldn’t survive without its 
volunteers. Almost everything that happens in our churches involves 
volunteering. We have volunteers who clean our churches; volunteers who 
decorate our churches with flowers; volunteers who tend our churchyards; 
volunteers who open and close our churches; volunteerswho ring our bells 
for services; volunteers who sing for our choirs; volunteers who read in our 
services; volunteers who play the organ; volunteers who lead the services 
that I’m not leading; volunteers who take on our safeguarding roles; 
volunteers who represent their congregation on the PCC; volunteers who 
take on the role of churchwarden. And there are other volunteers as well! 
We have people who volunteer their time, and we have people who 
volunteer their financial support. The rural church needs all of these 
volunteers. Any building work or maintenance to a church building needs to 
be paid for by the local church itself: it isn’t paid for by the Church of England 
centrally. Or grants have to be applied for by volunteers. The energy bills and 
insurance for our churches have to be paid for by the local church. The cost 
of ministry by the clergy is met by the local church. Without our volunteers, 
our churches would not survive. 
So, this month, why not think about whether there is something you could do 
to volunteer to help your local parish church? There will always be someone 
happy to talk to you about volunteering opportunities and ways to support 
your church. Much of what happens each week goes largely unnoticed, but it 
would certainly be felt if it stopped. Our churches have sought to be at the 
heart of their communities for centuries, serving the people of their parishes. 
We pray that we will be able to continue to serve you all and to be there for 
you when you need us. Perhaps you can help us do that? 
Our volunteers are a real blessing, and I thank them all. 

Revd Richard Turk 
Curate-in-Charge of the parishes of Foxley, Foulsham, Lyng, Elsing, Bawdeswell, 

Bylaugh, Sparham, and Themelthorpe 
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BAWDESWELL GROUP CHURCH SERVICES 
May 2026 

Sun 3rd May 
 

 OASIS Sparham 

10.30am HC  Elsing 

10.30am Words & Praise BAWDESWELL 
Wed 6th May 10.30am HC Foulsham 

Sun 10th May 

9am BCP HC Bylaugh 

10.30am HC Foulsham 
10.30am Words & Praise Lyng 

10.30am HC BAWDESWELL 

Weds 13th May 10.30am HC  Foulsham 

Thurs 14th May 7pm Ascension Day HC Foulsham 

Sun 17th May 
10.30am Benefice Service Elsing 

6pm  Evensong Foulsham 

Weds 20th May 10.30am Morning Prayer Foulsham 

Sun 24th May 
 

9am Matins Bylaugh 

9am BCP HC Sparham 

10.30am Service of the Word Foulsham 

10.30am HC Lyng 

10.30am Family Service BAWDESWELL 
Weds 27th May 10.30am HC Foulsham 
Sun 31st May 10.30am Benefice HC BAWDESWELL 

A reminder that you can join us on Zoom for the Bawdeswell service any Sunday – 
Meeting ID: 656 174 6525      Passcode:  TwKH7n 
Morning Prayer is said at 9am in St Margaret’s Lyng on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. All are welcome. A midweek communion service is held 
at Holy Innocents, Foulsham on Wednesdays at 10:30am.  
Other information for our new group of churches can be found in our weekly News in 
the Pews sheets, available at each service.  
The Rev’d Richard Turk, 07721 035009  Email: revdrichardrwv@gmail.com  
Follow us on Facebook at ‘The Bawdeswell Group of Churches’ 
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